CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

The traditions concerning Jesus offer
an analogy. Our Gospels, for instance,
relate the beautiful story of the plucking
of the ears of corn on the Sabbath, with its
famous moral application, " The Sabbath
was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath." A Christian papyrus has been
discovered which represents Jesus as ex-
plaining the sanctity of the Sabbath from
the Judaso-Christian point of view. " If ye
keep not the Sabbath holy, ye shall not
see the Father," is the statement in an un-
canonical Gospel. In early Christian litera-
ture, contradictory sayings of Jesus are also
to be found. Doubtless here, as in Muham-
medan tradition, the problem originally was,
what is to be my action in this or that
question of practical life: answer is given
in accordance with the religious attitude of
the inquirer and Jesus and Muhammed are
made to lend their authority to the teaching.
Traditional literary form is then regarded
as historical by later believers.
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